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Abstract 

On January 20/21, CNN and The Guardian broke the news that the Carter-Ruck Report into 
the credibility of certain evidence with regard to Torture and Execution of Persons Incarcerated by the 
current Syrian regime had presented evidence regarding ‘industrial scale killings’ conducted 
by Syrian authorities. The story quickly spread to other news agencies, and for instance 
Al Jazeera, ABC, BBC, CNN, Sky News, The Telegraph and others reiterated the claim. 
 
As this empirical paper will show, however, only 10 image sections of the alleged 55.000 
images hinted at in the report had been used by the above-mentioned news agencies to 
back their claims.  In this empirical paper I will present the findings of a qualitative 
media study that reveals the repeated usage of these 10 images as a form of anticipated 
evidence for the existence of 55,000 victim pictures. These, in turn, stand as anticipated 
evidence for the industrial-scale killing of 11,000 detainees in Syria. The research involves 
(i) a detailed inquiry sent to the six authors of the Carter-Ruck report, (ii) a critical 
assessment of the use of images in the coverage of the report in 110 media outlets, and 
(iii) a critical investigation of possible connections to Syrian activist sites. Drawing on 
conceptual frameworks such as iWar (Andrejevic 2007, Pötzsch 2014) and MIME-net 
(Der Derian 2001), the paper argues for the necessity of a more critical media coverage 
of ‘evidence’ based on information provided by intelligence agencies regarding issues of 
conflict and war.  
 
The paper addresses such discursive moves as (false) equations between Caesar and 
Curveball; between January 20/21 and August 20/21 or between Base 215 and Belsen 40-45. In 
conclusion, I develop the term Ant-iWar analysis to account for investigative endeavours 
that counteract both conspiracy theory calumny and positivist Militainment spectatorship 
naïveté. 
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